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Overview

1. Background to Glasgow Proposals: 

‘Taking away the chaos’ report

2. Safer Drug Consumption Facilities 

(SDCF/SIFs/DCRs)

3. Current status
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Background

• Botulism, 2014-15

• Anthrax, 2009-10

• Clostridium novyi, 2000

• Rising Drug-related deaths

• Community/Business concerns



HIV in PWID Glasgow City  1985-2015
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Methods

Local data

Consultation
Evidence 

review



Prevalence & demographics

Few reliable data on size of population but 400-500

Predominantly:

• Male

• Scottish origin

• Aged 30-50

Multiple and complex needs (SMD):

• Homelessness 

• Recent incarceration

• Destitution



Why inject in public?

“If I was rattling [withdrawing] I’d go anywhere.” 

“I had to go down below a 

bridge to inject with other 

using addicts, as a result 

of if I get caught doing it in 

the hostel, I would have 

been papped out.”

“Desperation.”



Locations

Reports of drug-related litter, GCC 2015



Report recommendations

1. Inter-sectoral co-ordination

2. Peer support network

3. Meeting the specific needs of this population

4. Injecting equipment provision

Service development



Report recommendations

5. Safer injecting facilities

6. Heroin-assisted treatment

7. Improving data collection

Service development



Growing professional consensus



Safer consumption facilities

Hygienic environments where illicit drugs (purchased off the 

premises) can be consumed under clinical supervision

• Sterile injecting equipment

• Advice on injecting technique

• Overdose assistance

• On-site health & social services





SIFs- evidence base:

• Engage target population

• Reduce sharing of injecting equipment

• Reduce public injecting

• Reduce drug-related litter

• Help people engage with addictions and 

other health services

• Reduce Drug related deaths

• Reduce BBV transmission

• Cost-savings in Australia and Canada



SIFs- evidence base:

• No impact on crime or disorder

• No “Honeypot” effect

• Public acceptability over time



Update SDCF:



Update SDCF:
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The end


